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1.

Introduction

1.1 Overview

1.1.1 This draftfinal Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by National
Grid Electricity Transmission plc (referred to as the Applicant within this document)
and Suffolk County Council (SCC). It identifies areas of the Norwich to Tilbury
Development Consent Order (DCO) application (the Application) where matters are
agreed, under discussion or not agreed between the parties.

1.1.2 This SoCG has been structured to reflect topics of the Application which are relevant
to SCC. The applicable matters considered within this SoCG apply to SCC’s
statutory remit. The following bullet points present the topics included in this SoCG
(they are also presented in Section 3):

e Project development, description, and design

e Ecology and Biodiversity

e Contaminated Land, Geology and Hydrogeology
e Health and Wellbeing (including Air Quality and Noise and Vibration)
e Historic Environment

e Hydrology, Land Drainage and Flood Risk

e Landscape and Visual

e Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism

e Traffic and Transport

e Public Rights of Way (PRoW)

e Cumulative Effects

e Development Consent Order

e Other Matters

1.2 Summary of matters under discussion

1.2.1 As requested by the Examining Authority, the below table provides an ‘at a glance’
summary of matters which are under discussion, together with a deadline by which
such matters are expected to be resolved.

SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline

for resolution

Project development, description and design

205 W SCC hat the W/ \all Thi . likel
Valley3.2.13 — Legal Alternative (WVA) was not taken forward 1o be agreed as
agreements amdbregues e o eomeenoalon opprene s hrelocleonilbes et
S==== el and land . i th I
area- thohevopoydallow
AlternativeDiscussion
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
The Applicant did-not adept the WVA due- S Will conclude after
to-consideration-of feedbackground- finalisation of
investigation-and-environmentalsurveys—  this SoCG through
Fhis-position-is-providedin-Sestion-3-5- wording of the
of Applicant’s Comments on Local requirements.
ImpactReports [REP2-030]The Applicant
will secure any offsite BNG required and
identified by the Biodiversity Offsetting
Scheme, and delivery of any offsite tree
planting by requirement.
10 I SCC s | I L of axicti Resolution likel
srosdetine 4221003214 — Sz leliheonebdbe botopal Lascccnpe . bicleccline

Compensation / offsetting

which-would-contribute-to-the-duty-to—“seek- Z#Discussions
te-trtherthepurpesel ot thatlational will conclude after
Landscape. finalisation of

The-Applicant-has-committed-to-an-initial this SoCG through
exercise-to-assess-the potential feasibility the draft DCO
of this132k\/ removakin-thelonger-term: wording.

Thi . dod in Appli \ -
Commentis-onLocallmpact Reporis-
[REP2-030]National Grid is proposing a

commitment to secure landscape

compensation/offsetting measures. This

would be submitted on a “blue pencil” basis

and without prejudice to National Grid’s

position that it does not consider the

compensation measures are required by

policy and therefore do not meet the

relevant policy and legal tests.

3—3—'!—7—849d4-\+eF54¢y-Net—

SCC is reviewing these sections relating Resolution likely
te—Eeelegyﬂand—BJedwemty—andrw#meldeuby-Deadhne—L
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SoCGID

Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

Historic Environment

hacol by the recults of coophvsical e
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

ho off : . iy : _
SH8cis (afehasciogy) I loaical . heri SREEERIEES
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SoCGID

Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

3.6.19 — Outline CoCP

trenching3.6.19b —

Maintenance control

Written-Schemes-
o
oHnvestigation (".‘S.IS)
for Iple elens_ enlt p_uleuty

SCC suggestsuggests that the oLEMP Resolution likely
contains a Historic Environment by Deadline 7.
Management Plan based upon the results

of the completed archaeological evaluation.

The Applicant considers the oCoCP includes

all relevant construction mitigation measures

and is appropriate for managing construction

impacts from the Project.

SCC consider preservation in situ needs a  Reseolutionlikely-

mechanism to record locations so by Deadline
maintenance activities do not cause ZDiscussions
accidental damage to archaeology. will conclude after

Given-the time-constraints SCC-doesnot-  finalisation of
believe that the-Applicant-can-deliver- this SoCG.

Sopkesratesadproparioraietotnaleval
of-evaluationrequired-The updated version
of 7.5 Outline Archaeological Mitigation

Strategy and Outline Written Scheme of
Investigation [Revision C] submitted at
Deadline 7 includes for such protections
during the operation phase.

SGG—nete—that—the—p#e—eensem— Reselutlen-lmely—
have—net—yet—been—sent—WSl—ef—aH—a#eas—
, I loaical luation.

, Y el el on.
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

SEREATE S :p.plls.ant REE tlna. R

||IEIIS|IIIIg s Fee||||plet§e_ |||§SS S_Fa_ “!d! !tlglel,lelele

to-be predueedfortret phace cfevaluator—

S hoveaperevedall et fro 2o el e

for 41 it trial hing int _
3.6.22 — Outline SCC has reviewed the submitted Eesaluhen el
Archaeological Mitigation AMS-OWSI and find that it does not by Deadline
Strategy and Outline WSI establish sufficiently rigorous measures #Discussions

to secure a programme of archaeological will conclude after

evaluation and mitigation in the interests finalisation of
of the historic environment. The Applicant is this SoCG.
eurrentlypreparingsubmitting an updated

version of 7.5 Outline Archaeological

Mitigation Strategy and Outline Written

Scheme of Investigation

AR Z el echadelad
forsubmissienRevision C] at Deadline 87.

Sce | ke £ I howi Resolution likel
lortal ol i . :
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

atDeadline 2-
175K Sce | ewing it . lati E I likel
3.7 10— Construction- Fasleeme sl prasncotao fopheontanilh
effects an update once complete. The Applicant

maintenance) effects
Landscape and Visual
| logislati - i N | Enaland i bv Doadline 7.
efors O suppartetho-blesensh
Land ' the ion 85 “furtheri
z .

the PHFPOSES—MEASUIes propesal
Ilne. ’ :p.plle’emt 'SGIISIdEIS .all relevant
_Ielglsl_aﬁ_tleln pellley ana _guldl anee I_|a|ue bleen
fetriorr-thoassoesmort

3.8.2 — Study area SCC is concerned that any works Resolution likely
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

hodol VY, m : oralioat v Doadline 7.
methodology) ofthe132kM-network—No-agreement-has-
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

, .y o v Doadline 7
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

Faihtenance; ettests u|||elea|. speslllleallyl with |eg. aililld te! SIE'II.IS by-Beadhne

Traffic and Transport

3.10.2 — Study area SCC queried the scope of road network Fesaledorleals
for traffic analysis and study area. by-Deadline-6Matter
The Applicant will continue to liaise with is unlikely to be
SCC in relation to this matter. agreed during
Examination.

3.10.3 — Data sources SCC is reviewing the information provided. Resolutionlikely-
3.40.5—Key parameters- 1 he Applicant will continue to liaise with by-Deadline-6Matter

and-assumptions SCC in relation to this matter. is unlikely to be
3.10.6 — Baseline agreed during
conditions and receptors. EXamination.
3.10.4 - SCC raised concerns relating Resolution likely
AssessmentTransport to inter-project and cumulative effects by-Beadline-6Matter
assessment methodology of AIL movements. The Applicant will is unlikely to be
continue to liaise with SCC in relation to this agreed during
matter. Examination.
3.10.4a — AlL operation SCC concerns relating to AlL operational Eesoledoplels
stage impacts movements. The Applicant will continue by-Deadline-6Matter

to liaise with SCC in relation to this matter. is unlikely to be
agreed during

Examination.
mitigation by Deadline 6
“etl“g'li t.'a”'e Epeal ks Iln_e, rpplll_eal At '.S" I
sharocaba-= S o threnc b o
cpgocoment
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
2 108 S lard . . .
e SCC-raised concerns on H'e. ele.5|gn I:eselutle_n i,
HHGERER s SR e ZEEIES FE SRR
III|e1 tpl plleant_ Hae provided o |esp| oRse- I
that this matter can be moved to agreed.

:

SHEEE R tIElIIS'pGI.t ZEE ansl- emeorgency PHE - S EEERIEEE
se.'l":e;s; I.I'e ’I‘p.pl'ea“tl‘."" eentm.ue to-liaiee

3 1010k — C : . : :

e WOH .SSS FEEEE SRS e,n GGII,S.EI SBHE .t'a"'s AEELEEE S

IRpacts on 416 saiely Iea_l |||t||n|elat|e|_| . SRR
e severance e.l peele-stuans a '.'d ° S.I'Sts
.I He ’I .p_plleantl “."'" GSIIIEII.IHE toHaise wita SCC
ol : The Aol " .

effects - WCH and horse-rider severance due by Deadline 6
e u_etlen t'.a”'e ||_|||saets . .
SI Igne;, ':ppllel a'.'t . ele.ntmue te. B
3-40-140e3.10.13 — SCC raised queries on mitigation for WCH  Resolutionlikely-
Construction effects - on PARs. The Applicant will continue by-Beadline-6Matter
WCH to liaise with SCC in relation to this matter.  is unlikely to be
agreed during
Examination.

3 1011 — Outline CoCR S : : o o
Sl SR A S B
EI I;|e;, _rppllelal_nt wil ele_ntmue te. LAl SRSt

Transport Assessment (TA)

also include PRoW and WCH routes that by Deadline 6
S “'“'I.“.'e > ‘.IIESE I;h;e_, .pplllea_ e “'"l .

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 13
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
matter:
3 1044 — Multimodal ScC od rmulti ol opti lable. Resolution likel

3-49-453.10.18 — Junction

capacity assessment
methodology

3-40-463.10.19 — Junction

modelling

1

:

203.10.2
Mitigation measures

i

3-40-223.10.27 — Baseline

conditions

3-40-233.10.28 — Growth
factors

developments

3A4024¢-

thefpsleantwill continneto-baisepith-

SCO imrelat b .

SCC is reviewing the information provided. Resolutionlikely-
The Applicant will continue to liaise with | Matter

is unlikely to be
agreed during
Examination.

SCC in relation to these matters.

SCC is reviewing the information provided.
The Applicant will continue to liaise with
SCC in relation to these matters.

- lution likel
' Matter

is unlikely to be

agreed during

Examination.
ScC e the list of '_I g I'_I'II
developments and NSIPs considered by Deadline 6
:FIIIIjHII!GtIGII_I eapae_lllty ass_essmell_lts_ "
S onthismenos

SCC raised queries on A140 —Stoke-Ash- Resolutionlikely-

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
{t0-3-4024e3.10.31 — Crossroads—-A440-/ 143 roundabout by-Deadline-6Matter

Junction capacity — A140

/ A143 roundabout

3.10.32 — Junction
capacity — A1214 / A14

Copdock Interchange

|

3.40.2463.10.33 —

Inter-project cumulative
effects — A140

and A1214 / A14 roundabout at Copdock.
The Applicant will continue to liaise with
SCC on this matter.

SCC raised I bined
pastetblelbe ondhe Ao AD cpel Ao A2
The Apoli » : liai "
e

SCC raised concerns that pre-existing
issues along A140 route could be

exacerbated. The Applicant undertaken
further modelling and did not identify

is unlikely to be
agreed during
Examination.

- I'_I'II
sybocdlse B

- lution likel
by-Beadline-6Matter
is unlikely to be
agreed during

significant capacity issues at Site 35 A140 Examination.

Stoke Ash Junction. The Applicant will

continue to liaise with SCC on this matter.
3-40-24h3.10.34 — SCC raised concern about increased delay Resolutionlikely-
Inter-project cumulative  and reduced residual capacity on the A140, by-Deadline-6Matter
effects — delay A143, A1214 and A1120. The Applicant has is unlikely to be

assessed these and did not identify agreed during

significant effects on the sensitivity Examination.

of the road links raised. The Applicant will

continue to liaise with SCC on this matter.
3-40-24i3.10.35 — SCC raised concern about impacts Resolution likely
Inter-project cumulative on cycling (and other sustainable transport) by-Deadline-6Matter

is unlikely to be
agreed during

effects — sustainable
transport and severance

and severance in communities along
the A140 and A143. The Applicant will

continue to liaise with SCC on this matter.  Examination.
3-40-2413.10.36 — SCC raised concerns that local traffic will Fesoledopleals
Inter-project cumulative  swich to minor, less suitable roads due by-Deadline-6Matter

effects — local traffic on to construction traffic impacts. is unlikely to be

minor roads The Applicant will continue to liaise with agreed during

SCC on this matter. Examination.
3-40-24k3.10.37 SCC is reviewing the information provided. Resolutionlikely-
to 3-40-24n3.10.40 — The Applicant will continue to liaise with by-Beadline-6Matter

is unlikely to be
agreed during

Junction modelling SCC on these matters.

for PAR 10, PAR 16, PAR

17 and PAR 22. Examination.
3-40-253.10.41 — Key SCC objects to HGV deliveries being made Resolutionlikely-
assumptions — core over the weekend. The Applicant will by Deadline-6Matter

continue to liaise with SCC on this matter. is unlikely to be
agreed during

Examination.

working hours

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 15
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
2 10256 K sce o it . ¢ hicl Resolution likel
: liai th SOC hi .

2oL Methodslocs, SCC is reviewing the information provided. Reseldtionlikely-
31027 Construction-  1he Applicant will continue to liaise with by-Deadline-6Matter
vehicle-trips SCC on these matters. is unlikely to be
3.10.283.10.45 — agreed during
Construction workforce Examination.
trips

.I I'el ’ :p;pllllelepmt |IEIIS PFo ’.'IEIEd tll HS

se—rpevedenorecd
3-40-34a3.10.49 — Pre- SCC requested Re-inspection of AlL routes Reseoldutionlikehy-
and post condition prior to use. The Applicant is in agreement by-Deadline-6Matter

surveys

Free e e rreas e

:

3.10.51 —
Implementation /
Enforcement

3-14034—Contrels3.10.52

— Monitoring and
mitigation

with SCC. is unlikely to be
agreed during

Examination.

SIS |a|.|see| Gel“ee'l“ SIS 'eISt”th'e“s II :esEeIutllel'n I"‘;"

s The Aopli i : o
SCC is reviewing the information provided. Resolutionlikely-
The Applicant will continue to liaise with by-Beadline-6Matter

SCC on this matter. is unlikely to be

agreed during

Examination.
SCC request for vehicle-capping- Resolution likely
measuresmonitoring, mitigation and by-Deadline7Matter

is unlikely to be
agreed during

compensation for extenuating, unforeseen
circumstances. The Applicant will continue

to liaise with SCC on this matter- Examination.
ScC { the SCC_auid for NSIP s lution likel
”FIeI . pphicant eel_nllnmelel that-the-principles

of the oCWTP-

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 16



Docusign Envelope ID: 0E10B1E4-31A5-8B28-8179-B7821EBO8FB7

SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
Sopepese
3 10.29 G : N . o
SCC-agreed A pnnsl_ple Sub{O6t I :eselutle_n i,
aeeess apple_ 25 teﬁ H“Ele'Sta'.'d"'g eflﬁ'“.l IIFaII "G!H'"Ie.s SRR
route-selection macorstandethatrocomalios con Lo

SLC opthiemater
e
2 1043 — Traff : L : : :
SCCHs FEVIeWIRg SRRSO SRR REERALEA
SRR ahid-to-confim-that stlee_ : g.azetteel was by-Beadiine-6
Iuseel IQ'F.St'eelt |Ie.le|e|||s|ng I. I||e, tplplleelu.lt
matter can be moved to agreed.
3-10-453.10.65 — SCC are seeking to agree diversion routes Resolutionlikely-
Diversion routes and has raised concerns on Wickham Lane by-Deadline#Matter
in particular. The Applicant will continue is unlikely to be
to liaise with SCC on this matter. agreed during

Examination.
f cuitable HGV. faciliti  wolfare facilit I lod :
-  \wolfare facilitios. The Anoli SREEERIEE

i . lia th SO0
spthle ppotier

3-140-483.10.68 — Network SCC raised concerns on the construction Resolution likely

management impacts to road network management by-Beadline7Matter
and sought clarification on restrictions is unlikely to be
to HGV movements applying to two-way agreed during
movements. The Applicant will continue Examination.

to liaise with SCC on this matter.

approach notingrole-of Suffolk-Gonstabulary-with- by Deadlire 6
31050 —All access.  regardsto-Almovements—

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 17
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

and management
FAOAEEFOS
3-40-533.10.73 - AlL SCC has sought further discussion Resolution likely
permanent route of permanent improvements to highway by-Beadline-6Matter
resilience structures and the resilience of routes. is unlikely to be

The Applicant will continue to liaise with agreed during

SCC on this matter. Examination.
Public Rights-of Way (PRoW)
of ProWW3.10.74 — Legal i —The by-Deadline-6Matter
Agreement Applicant willcontinue-to-liaiseis negotiating is unlikely to be

with SCC en-this-mattera Framework agreed during

Highways Agreement/Protective Provisions. Examination.

3.11.6 — Construction SCC request for further assessment Resolution likely
impacts on PRoW of construction impacts on Public Rights by-Beadline-6Matter
of Way. The Applicant will continue to liaise is unlikely to be
with SCC on this matter. agreed during
Examination.

Cumulative effects

3.12.10 — Construction SCC has major concerns regarding Resolution likely

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 18
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
effects the conclusions of the cumulative impact Lo eadlae-
assessment. The Applicant considers #Discussions will
the assessment of effects during conclude after
construction presented is considered finalisation of this
appropriate. However, the Applicant SoCG

recognises that uncertainty while
the Project is developed may cause anxiety.

| mnai ” full I . It bv Deadline 7.

Development Consent Order

. |3| SRR S ERATD OO EEE Jesii I'ke_ly
o ellsel.nalglnglalutllml|Ity ere a.ted, it i SRS

3.13.5 — Archaeology SCC acknowledges that the amendments to Matterunlikelyto-be-
requirement wording the requirement wording are satisfactory but agreedDiscussions
3.13.6 — Archaeology considers that all parts of the requirement will conclude after

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
requirement wording must work together and that the matter finalisation of
3.13.7 — Archaeology should remain under discussion until the this SoCG through
requirement wording requirement wording is agreed. the archaeological
3133 SCC considersthe propesed-7Z-day-period-  requirement wording.
be insuffio ! I od
- . peFied ef ;;5 daf ZS_
0d3.13.8 — Hrelprlicsriesonsid o thelthapropasad
Archaeology requirement period-is-appropriate-given-no-action-is-
wording sogpipedssteo oot Loo Aopleoet oo
— ted the Draft DOC : o

ofterminolegy-The Applicant will continue
to engage with SCC in respect of the

proposed archaeological requirement

wording.
I loti o 5 Kine-dave.
. .

Ilne. ’ :p.pllsant se|.|5|ele|'s L p.lep.eseel

peue_el Isl lappllepuatle g."el“ “el SRR led

ove . . oloay.
3.13.9 — Archaeologicall  SCC censidersacknowledges that additional Reseolutionlikely-
post-excavation provisions for post-excavation analysis, by Deadline
worksArchaeology publication, and archiving arereguired- 6Discussions

requirement provisions to secure these stages have been added to  will conclude after
the Draft DCO but maintains that there are  finalisation of
significant outstanding concerns with the this SoCG through
proposed requirement wording. the archaeological

The Applicant has-amended-the draft DCO- requirement wording.

to incorporate post-excavation provisions
and-will continue to engage with SCC in

respect of intrusive-site-preparation-
worksthe proposed archaeological

requirement wording. .

il llow § . o
The Apsli " : lia "
Sl ondne ppoon
S —Fomstatomont  sLCsensdorstho-srepecod S Eesalitenticob-
planting replacement periodfortrees- by-Deadline 7-
| hod ireuffici I I
an extension to 10 years.
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution
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3.13.13 — Employment SCC supports the proposed mitigation but  Reseolutionlikely-
and skills plan seeks stronger commitments, including by Deadline
clear targets and monitoring to maximise 6Discussions
local employment and skills benefits. will conclude after
finalisation of
this SoCG through

The Applicant has submitted an -
Employment and Skills Plan at Deadline 5. the rt_aquwement
Implementation of this plan willbehas been wording. .
secured by a-rew-BEO-Requirement_15._

However, whether approval of the

submitted plan should also be secured

within the wording of the Requirement

remains under discussion.

3.13.14 — Applications SCC considers the proposed Matter unlikely to be
made under requirements decision-making timescales for discharge  agreed. Discussions
of requirements to be too short and seeks  will conclude after
a longer period (56 days). finalisation of

The Applicant has revised the proposed this SoCG
period to 25 business days (equivalent

to 35 days) and considers this proportionate

and necessary to avoid project delays.

The Applicant notes that this period can be

extended by agreement in writing where

required.
3.13.15 — Further SCC considers the proposed timeframe Matter unlikely to be
information for requesting further information insufficient agreed. Discussions
and seeks a longer period (21 days). will conclude after
The Applicant has amended the Draft DCO ~ finalisation of
to refer to “five business days” this SoCG

for consistency of terminology and considers
five business days to be proportionate given
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline
for resolution

the Project’s status of critical national
importance. The Applicant notes that
requests for further information can still be
made after the five business day period with
agreement where necessary.

343-463.13.176 — Fees  SCC considers the proposed approach Resolution likely
for the fees payable for applications under by-Deadline-
Requirements inadequate, and seeks fees  8Discussions
to apply to both requirements and articles,  will conclude after
full cost recovery, and removal finalisation of
of refund provisions. this SoCG.

The Applicant has amended the Draft DCO
to align fees with the national schedule

for discharge of conditions. The Applicant
proposes the use of post-consent PPAs

to address cost recovery- but considers a
signed PPA as a pre-condition to
discharging requirements to be
disproportionate.

The Applicant will consider revised DCO
drafting to allow authorities to retain an
invalid application fee and credit it against a
subsequent valid application.

Appendix A-DCO Discussions are ongoing in relation Resolution likely
Wording to detailed drafting points on: by eadline

e Definition of ‘maintain’; +Discussions
will conclude after

« Application of permit schemes; finalisation of

e Pre-commencement operations; this SoCG

Development consent etc.

granted by the Order

o Consentto-transferbenefit:Planning
permission

e Street works without the consent
of the street authority

Decic y | L los:

. icationApplication of the 1991
Act;

¢ Removal of human remains;

e Traffic regulation;

e Felling or lopping; and
o Draft protective provisions; (Highways)
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1.3
1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

Project Description

The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission
system in East Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising:

e A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately 180
km overall length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via
Bramford Substation, a new East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation
and a new Tilbury North Substation, including:

— Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately 509
pylons, either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height) or
low height steel lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some
of which would be gantries (typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed
Cable Sealing End (CSE) compounds or existing or proposed substations

— Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be
located through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB1)

e Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect
the overhead lines to the underground cables

e Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation
and a substation extension at the existing Bramford Substation

e A new 400 kV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN
Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air
Insulated Switchgear (AlS) substation

e A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred
to as the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is
proposed to be a Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation

e Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines
to facilitate the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North
Substation to provide connection to the Tilbury Substation

e Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.

In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required
to facilitate the construction of the Project. There would also be land required
for environmental mitigation and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily
for construction activities including, for example, working areas for construction
equipment and machinery, site offices, welfare, storage and temporary construction
access.

The Project will be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with
applicable health and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design
safety standards including the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS),
which sets out the criteria and methodology for planning and operating the National
Electricity Transmission System (NETS). This informs a suite of National Grid
policies and processes, which contain details on design standards required to be met
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when designing, constructing and operating assets such as those proposed
for the Project.

14 Format and Structure of this Document

141 This SoCG is structured as follows:

e Section 2 provides a summary of the key engagement undertaken to date with
SCC

e Section 3 summarises the key matters and captures the status of each
issue / matter

e Section 4 includes the sign off sheet

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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2.

Record of Key Engagement

2.1 Introduction
2.1.1 National Grid has engaged with SCC on the Project throughout the pre-application
process. This has included:
e Non-statutory consultation in Spring 2022 and Summer 2023
e Statutory consultation in Spring 2024
e Targeted consultations in Spring 2025
e Regular meetings with lead officers about the Project as a whole
e Regular ‘Thematic Group’ meetings bringing together host authorities to discuss
specific topics
e One to one / small group technical meetings on specific detailed matters
e Sharing of papers and documentation at key stages
2.1.2 Further details on National Grid’s engagement with stakeholders is provided
in the Consultation Report and the Environmental Statement.
2.2 Summary of Key Engagement
221 Table 2.1 provides an overview of the key engagement that has taken place between
National Grid and SCC.
Table 2.1 Summary of Key Engagement between National Grid and SCC
Date Format Topic/Description
General
May 2022 — Meeting Monthly informal catch-up calls.
Ongoing
September 2022 Meeting All host authority workshop.
October 2022 Site visit T-pylon site visit with case officers.
November 2022  Meeting Briefings on issued response to questions from
OffSET with all host authorities.
November 2022 Meeting All host authority workshop.
January 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
February 2023 Meeting Pre-consultation session with all host authorities.
March 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
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Date Format Topic/Description

May 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.

June 2023 Meeting Non-statutory consultation preferred alignment
briefing to all host authorities.

July 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.

September 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.

November 2023  Meeting All host authority workshop.

December 2023  Meeting Discussions regarding the Waveney Valley and
the Waveney Valley Alternative.

December 2023  Email National Grid issued the draft Statement

Correspondence of Community Consultation (SoCC) to all host
authorities for comment.

January 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.

February 2024 Meeting Statutory consultation preferred alignment briefing
to all host authorities.

February 2024 Meeting Connection agreement discussion.

March 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.

March 2024 Email National Grid issued the SoCC to all host authorities

Correspondence for statutory consultation.

April 2024 Meeting DCO discussion with SCC and Babergh and Mid
Suffolk District Council’'s (BMSDC).

May 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.

June 2024 Meeting DCO discussion with SCC and BMSDC.

September 2024 Email National Grid issued the draft Outline CoCP to all

Correspondence host authorities for comment.

October 2024 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on draft versions of the Outline
LEMP and Outline CoCP.

January 2025 Email National Grid issued the second iteration
Correspondence of the Outline CoCP

November 2024  Meeting Meeting to discuss approach to targeted consultation
November 2024  Meeting All host authority workshop

January 2025 Meeting Meeting to provide project and design update
January 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop

January 2025 Meeting National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss comments

on the second iteration of the Outline LEMP
and Outline CoCP
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Date Format Topic/Description
January 2025 Email National Grid issued the draft SoCG
Correspondence
March 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
May 2025 Email National Grid shared an updated Outline CoCP
Correspondence
May 2025 Email National Grid issued a new appendix to the draft
Correspondence Outline CoCP - Appendix H, Draft Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Strategy
May 2025 Email National Grid issued the Long List of Other
Correspondence Developments
May 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss duty to further the purposes
of the National Landscape
May 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
May 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared the long list of other
developments
June 2025 Email National Grid issued draft DCO, explanatory
Correspondence memorandum and draft requirements
July 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
August 2025 Email National Grid issued draft Heads of Terms
Correspondence for Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and off-site tree
provision
August 2025 Meeting Meeting to provide project and design update
September 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
November 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
January 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop
February 2026 Meeting Meeting to progress Statement of Common Ground
March 2026 Email Email to agree approach for Statement of Common
Ground deadline 4 submission
March 2026 Meeting Meeting to agree deadline 4 Statement of Common
Ground approach
March 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop
April 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Statement of Common
Ground and associated summary tables.
May 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Statement of Common
Ground following Deadline 4.
July 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss and provide comments regarding

how offsite BNG and tree planting is to be secured
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Date

Format

Topic/Description

Ecology and Biodiversity

July 2022

July 2022

September 2023

September 2023

October 2023

March 2024

May 2024

May 2024
September 2024

October 2024

January 2025

January 2025

January 2025

January 2025

January 2025

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting
Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

National Grid shared the Biodiversity Assessment
Methodology and Arboriculture Assessment
Methodology for review ahead of the Thematic
Group meeting.

Ecology and Biodiversity Thematic Group meeting -
National Grid presented on the Biodiversity
Assessment Methodology and Arboriculture
Assessment Methodology and sought feedback from
SCC and other authorities.

National Grid discussed the potential off-site
scheme/initiatives for BNG.

National Grid shared the draft Order Limits shapefile
with SCC.

National Grid shared the shapefiles of the corridor
dated 06/07/23.

Biodiversity Thematic Group to discuss
the methodology and scope of ecology surveys
outside the remit of Natural England.

National Grid issued a technical note to all host
authorities outlining survey methods and the scope
of surveys for species outside the remit of Natural
England for agreement / comment.

Optional Thematic Group call.

National Grid shared the Outline LEMP

National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on draft versions of the Outline
LEMP and Outline CoCP.

National Grid shared the second iteration
of the Outline LEMP

National Grid issued the Biodiversity Net Gain
Assessment Strategy

National Grid issued a technical note to all host
authorities on Proposed Protected Species Mitigation
Measures

National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on proposed mitigation for species
outside the remit of Natural England

National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on the draft Biodiversity Net
Gain Report
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Date
April 2025

April 2025

May 2025

May 2025

May 2025

September 2025

January 2026

May 2026

Format

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Topic/Description

National Grid issued the draft Arboricultural Impact
Assessment (AlA)

National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on the second iteration

of the proposed mitigation for species outside

the remit of Natural England.

National Grid shared an updated Outline LEMP

National Grid shared a new appendix to the Outline
LEMP — Appendix D, Outline Landscape Proposals

National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss
the updated Proposed Protected Species Mitigation.

Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the ecology section of the Environmental
Statement

National Grid hosted a meeting with Essex
Place Services to discuss the Statement
of Common Ground.

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground.

Contaminated Land, Geology and Hydrogeology

August 2022

September 2023

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

National Grid issued a draft Geology
and Hydrogeology Assessment Methodology to all
host authorities.

National Grid issued a draft Geology
and Hydrogeology Assessment Methodology
to the Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFA).

Health and Wellbeing (including Air Quality and Noise and Vibration)

September 2022

September 2022

September 2022

September 2023

September 2023

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Technical Note

Email

National Grid issued the Health and Wellbeing
Assessment Methodology to all host authorities.

National Grid issued the proposed methodology
and scope of the Air Quality assessment for review
and comment.

National Grid issued the proposed methodology
and scope of the Noise and Vibration assessment
for review and comment.

National Grid issued a Health and Wellbeing
technical note on the proposed approach

to the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA),
including guidance, study area, scope,

and assessment methodology.

SCC requested that mental health during
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Date

September 2024

October 2024

December 2024

October 2025

April 2026

June 2026

Format

Correspondence

Meeting

Technical note

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Topic/Description

the Project’s operation is considered within the Health
and Wellbeing assessment.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss and agree
the proposed assessment scope and methodology
for the Health and Wellbeing chapter of the ES.

National Grid issued a refreshed Health

and Wellbeing technical note on the proposed
approach to the EIA, including guidance, study area,
scope, and assessment methodology.

National Grid held an additional meeting for those
unable to attend the September meeting to discuss
and agree the proposed assessment scope

and methodology for the Health and Wellbeing
chapter of the ES.

Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the health and wellbeing section
of the Environmental Statement

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground.

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground.

Historic Environment

July 2022

July 2022

September 2022

January 2023

February 2023

June 2023

September 2023

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

National Grid issued a document detailing the scope
and methodology for the Historic Environment
assessment and baseline to all host authorities

and Historic England.

Historic Environment Thematic Group to discuss
the proposed approach for the EIA assessment.

National Grid presented an updated approach

to defining study areas, scoping of walkover

and scoping of historic buildings to consider

in the assessment, in response to feedback received.

National Grid issued the plans showing the proposed
viewpoint locations for landscape and heritage ahead
of the Thematic Group meeting in February 2023

to all host authorities.

National Grid held a meeting with all host authorities
to discuss landscape and heritage viewpoints.

National Grid issued a technical note to Historic
England and host authorities (including Suffolk
County Council) to agree methodology

for the selection of viewpoints for the Historic
Environment assessment.

Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting
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Date

November 2023

November 2023

November 2023

January 2024

March 2024

March 2024

March 2024

March 2024

May 2024
May 2024

June 2024

June 2024

June 2024
August 2024
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Format

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Technical Note

Technical Note

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

Technical Note

Technical Note

Meeting
Meeting

Topic/Description

to discuss the proposed heritage viewpoint
methodology with all host authorities and Historic
England.

Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting

to discuss the proposed locations of heritage
viewpoints with host authorities and Historic England.
Feedback was received from stakeholders regarding
proposed viewpoints and additional viewpoints were
proposed.

Meeting with archaeological advisors to discuss
the approach to geophysical survey and trial
trenching.

Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting

to discuss proposed locations of heritage viewpoints
with all host authorities and Historic England.
Viewpoint locations shared in PDF and shapefile.

National Grid shared the updated viewpoints
(including ZTV) for feedback from all host authorities,
Natural England and Historic England.

National Grid responded to cultural heritage viewpoint
feedback from stakeholders.

National Grid shared the Historic Environment
Desk-Based Assessment for review and comment.

National Grid shared the updated Written Scheme
of Investigation (WSI) for Geophysical Surveys with
the Archaeology Working Group Members.

National Grid responded to feedback received
on viewpoints.

Optional Statutory Consultation Thematic Group call.

National Grid shared the WSI for Monitoring Gl works
under archaeological supervision with Archaeology
Working Group Members for review and approval.

National Grid shared the overarching WSI

for the Archaeological Trial Trenching with

the Archaeology Working Group Members for review
and approval.

National Grid shared the Site Specific WSI

for the EACN (Site 001) with the Archaeology
Working Group Members (including Suffolk County
Council) for information.

Archaeology Working Group Meeting.
Archaeology Working Group Meeting.
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Date

October 2024
October 2024
October 2024

October 2024

December 2024
December 2024

January 2025
February 2025
February 2025

February 2025

February 2025

February 2025

March 2025

March 2025
April 2025
April 2025

May 2025
June 2025

June 2025
June 2025

July 2025
July 2025
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Format
Meeting
Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence
Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting
Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence
Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence
Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting
Meeting

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Technical Note

Topic/Description
Historic Environment Thematic Group Meeting.
Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

National Grid shared the Setting survey locations with
stakeholders.

National Grid shared Site Specific WSI for Trial
Trenching, Site 008, ‘Underground Cable between
Coopers Corner and River Stour’

Archaeology Working Group Meeting

National Grid re-issued the overarching Written
Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for Archaeological
Trial Trenching

Archaeology Working Group Meeting
Archaeology Working Group Meeting

National Grid issued Historic Environment (HE)
Viewpoints information

National Grid issued a draft Historic Baseline Report
including Annex C and Annex D
for agreement/comment

Historic Environment Thematic Group Meeting
regarding Historic Environment Viewpoints

National Grid held a meeting to discuss the Heritage
Baseline Report

National Grid issued updated Historic Environment
Viewpoints information

Archaeology Working Group Meeting
Archaeology Working Group Meeting

National Grid issues the Draft Outline Mitigation
Strategy and draft Outline Written Scheme

of Investigation (WSI) for post-consent stage

of the project

Archaeology Working Group Meeting

National Grid shared the Archaeological Fieldwork
Summary.

Archaeology Working Group Meeting

National Grid shared additional trench plans for Site
008, Area 22, north of the River Stour.

Archaeology Working Group Meeting
National Grid shared the combined SSWSI for Sites

32



Docusign Envelope ID: 0E10B1E4-31A5-8B28-8179-B7821EBO8FB7

Date

August 2025
September 2025
September 2025

October 2025

October 2025
October 2025

November 2025
November 2025

December 2025
December 2025

January 2026
January 2026

January 2026

January 2026

February 2026

February 2026
March 2026
April 2026
April 2026
May 2026
May 2026

Format

Meeting
Meeting

Technical note

Meeting

Meeting
Meeting

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting
Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email

Correspondence

Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting

Email

Topic/Description
005, 006 and 007 and associated trench plans.
Archaeology Working Group Meeting

Archaeology Working Group Meeting

National Grid shared Priority Geophys Prelim
Grayscales with stakeholders for consideration

Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the heritage section of the Environmental
Statement

Archaeology Working Group Meeting

A second follow up optional thematic group meeting
to discuss feedback on the heritage section
of the Environmental Statement

Archaeology Working Group Meeting

National Grid shared shapefiles of the Phase 2
Geophysical Survey with the priority survey areas

Archaeology Working Group Meeting

National Grid shared the WSI for the Phase 2
Geophysical Survey

Archaeology Working Group Meeting

Meeting to discuss the heritage aspects
of the Statement of Common Ground with Essex
Place Services.

Meeting to discuss the heritage aspects
of the Statement of Common Ground

Follow up meeting to discuss the heritage aspects

of the Statement of Common Ground with Essex Place

Services and Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council

National Grid shared the Supplementary
Environmental Information submitted to Planning
Inspectorate on the geophysical survey

and archaeological trial trenching completed to date
with the Archaeology Working Group Stakeholders.

Archaeology Working Group
Archaeology Working Group
Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

Meeting to discuss mitigation areas for trial trenching.

Archaeology Working Group Meeting.
The Applicant shared the Outline AMS and OWSI for
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Date

May 2026
June 2026
June 2026

June 2026

July 2026
July 2026

Format

Email

Meeting
Meeting

Meeting
Meeting

Email

Topic/Description
further comment.

The Applicant shared the Geoarchaeological
Monitoring of GI WSI for comment.

Meeting to discuss the mitigation proposed in the
AMS and OWSI in Suffolk.

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground

Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

Updated draft of Geoarchaeological monitoring of Gl
WSI Shared.

Hydrology, Land Drainage and Flood Risk

June 2022

July 2022

May 2023

March 2024

September 2024

October 2024

October 2024

January 2025

January 2025

March 2025

September 2025

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

Technical Note

Technical Note

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence
Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

National Grid circulated the draft Hydrology and Land
Drainage Assessment Methodology for review

and discussion ahead of the Hydrology and Land
Drainage Thematic Group.

National Grid presented the EIA approach
at the Hydrology and Land Drainage Thematic Group
to the Environment Agency and all host authorities.

National Grid issued a technical note for comment,
which set out the approach to preparing the Flood
Risk Assessment (FRA).

National Grid issued the Flood Risk Assessment
Screening Report for comment.

National Grid issued the Works In, Over and Under
Watercourses Technical Note and the Surface Water
Management Principles Technical Note.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on the principles for surface water
drainage design for above ground infrastructure

and watercourse crossing designs for the Project.

Hydrology and Land Drainage Thematic
Group Meeting

National Grid issued the Draft Flood Risk Assessment
(FRA) for agreement/comment

National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss comments
received on the Draft Flood Risk Assessment (FRA)

National Grid issued the Draft Flood Risk Assessment
(FRA) for agreement/comment

Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the hydrology and land drainage section
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Date

November 2025

April 2026

June 2026

Format

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Topic/Description
of the Environmental Statement

Meeting to discuss the Hydrology and Drainage
Section of the Statement of Common Ground.

Meeting to discuss the Hydrology and Drainage

Section of the Statement of Common Ground.

Meeting to discuss the Hydrology and Drainage
Section of the Statement of Common Ground.

Landscape and Visual

July 2022

January 2023

February 2023

April 2023

May 2023

May 2023 —
March 2024

August 2023

January 2024
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Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Landscape and Visual Thematic Group Meeting.
National Grid shared the Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA) Methodology

and Arboricultural Assessment Methodology

for review.

National Grid issued plans showing proposed
viewpoint locations for review and comment to all
host authorities.

National Grid held a Landscape and Visual Thematic
Group Meeting to discuss proposed viewpoint
locations in Suffolk. National Grid sought agreement
on the viewpoint locations to include

in the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) and the ES. Suffolk County Council provided
feedback on the viewpoints at the meeting and

in subsequent correspondence.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss stakeholder’'s
feedback on EIA viewpoints previously shared.

National Grid presented and discussed the responses
to the feedback on the viewpoint locations received
from the February meeting. Stakeholders (including
SCC) provided feedback on updated and additional
viewpoint locations at the meeting and in subsequent
correspondence.

National Grid shared information, responded

to further feedback on viewpoint locations received
from the May 2023 meeting, and reviewed
subsequent feedback received up to March 2024 with
the aim to agree viewpoint locations for the PEIR

and ES (based on the information available at this
date).

National Grid issued wirelines and photomontages
and proposed the approach to Zone of Theoretical
Visibility (ZTV) mapping for comment.

National Grid shared the updated landscape
viewpoints (and the ZTV) and sought feedback from
all host authorities.
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Date
March 2024

May 2024
July 2024

September 2024

September 2024

September 2024

September 2024

September 2024

October 2024
October 2024

October 2024

October 2024

November 2024

March 2025

October 2025

Format

Meeting

Meeting
Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Topic/Description

National Grid responded to feedback received
on viewpoints.

Optional Statutory Consultation Thematic Group call.

National Grid held an optional briefing regarding
statutory consultation for those from Suffolk County
Council and Essex Place Services who could not join
the Optional Statutory Consultation Thematic Group
call in May 2024.

National Grid shared the Draft Landscape and Visual
Methodology, Proposed LVIA Viewpoints (excel
spreadsheet) and Proposed LVIA Viewpoints (map)
ahead of the Landscape Thematic Group Meeting.

National Grid held a Landscape Thematic Group
Meeting to find agreement on the LVIA methodology
and the format/presentation of photomontages and/or
wirelines which will form part of the DCO application.

National Grid shared the shapefiles for the landscape
viewpoints and order limits with SCC and other
stakeholders following the Landscape Thematic
Group Meeting.

National Grid shared the draft Outline LEMP
and Sample Mitigation Drawings ahead of the draft
Outline LEMP and Outline CoCP discussion.

Landscape Thematic Group Meeting to discuss
viewpoints — Suffolk.

Focus meeting to discuss the National Landscape.

National Grid shared the Draft mitigation drawings
with stakeholders

National Grid shared the National landscape setting
study with stakeholders

National Grid shared updated viewpoint information
data following from the landscape thematic
workshops

National Grid meeting to agree LVIA methodology
and viewpoint photography locations
and photomontages to be used for the ES

National Grid issued an update on LVIA Viewpoints
and Methodology

National Grid hosted an optional thematic meeting
on landscape compensation, adequacy of LVIA,
landscape assessment sensitivity and landscape
character types.
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Date
October 2025

January 2026

March 2026

April 2026

May 2026

May 2026

June 2026

June 2026

June 2026

July 2026

July 2026

Format

Meeting

Meeting

Email

Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Topic/Description

A second optional thematic group meeting to discuss
feedback on the landscape section
of the Environmental Statement.

Meeting to discuss the Landscape and Visual Section
of the Statement of Common Ground.

National Grid sent an e-mail to seek further
clarification and detail in relation to the requests
for additional landscape and visual measures

in SCC’s Local Impact Report

Meeting including Babergh District Council to discuss
and understand additional measures requested at
Bramford and justification

Further meeting including Babergh District Council to
discuss and review additional material received on
measures requested at Bramford and justification

Meeting with SCC including Norfolk County Council
(NCCQ) to discuss and understand additional
measures requested at Waveney Valley and
justification

Joint meeting with BMSDC to discuss the Statement
of Common Ground

Meeting with SCC including NCC to discuss location
specific landscape compensation measures at
Waveney Valley, Gipping Valley and Bramford

Joint meeting with BMSDC to discuss the Statement
of Common Ground

Meeting with SCC including NCC to discuss location
specific landscape compensation measures at
Waveney Valley, Gipping Valley and Bramford

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground

Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism

July 2022

July 2022

June 2023

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

National Grid issued the assessment methodology
to stakeholders for review ahead of the Thematic
Group Meeting in July 2022.

National Grid held a Socio-economic, Recreation

and Tourism Thematic Group Meeting to seek
feedback on the proposed approach

to the Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism
assessment prior to formal submission of the Scoping
Report to the Planning Inspectorate. This meeting
was attended by several stakeholders, including
SCC.

National Grid issued a Technical Note setting out
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Date

August 2023

April 2024

September 2024

November 2024

March 2025

September 2025

March 2025

June 2026

Format

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Email

Meeting

Topic/Description

the study area and methodology for assessing
businesses where visual impacts are a potential
operational consideration, and Public Right of Way
(PRoW) during construction and operation.

National Grid held a Socio-economic, Recreation
and Tourism Thematic Group Meeting to discuss
the study area and methodology for assessing
businesses.

National Grid shared an updated technical note with
all host authorities to demonstrate how their feedback
had been considered in developing the PEIR.

Meeting to discuss and agree the Scope

and Methodology for the updated Socio-economics,
Recreation and Tourism Technical note

on the ES Chapter.

National Grid held a follow up meeting to discuss
and agree the Scope and Methodology

for the updated Socio-economics, Recreation
and Tourism Technical note on the ES Chapter.

National Grid issued the third Technical Note
for Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism

National Grid held an optional thematic group
meeting to discuss the level of impact on businesses
and lack of upskilling for local people.

The Applicant shared a 3™ Technical note to agree
the study area and assessment criteria for comment.

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground

Traffic and Transport

June 2022

July 2022

September 2022

December 2022

August 2023

Technical Note

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

National Grid issued a Technical Note setting out
the proposed Traffic and Transport assessment
methodology.

National Grid held the Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting to discuss the proposed EIA
methodology for the Traffic and Transport
assessment.

National Grid held a Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
to discuss the assessment of routes
for construction traffic.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
to discuss the highways assessment
and methodology, survey requirements, road safety
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Date

August 2023

September 2023

September 2023

November 2023

November 2023
January 2024

March 2024
March 2024

April 2024

June 2024

July 2024

July 2024

July 2024

Format

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting
Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Report

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Topic/Description

audit requirements and trip regeneration
methodology.

Meeting discussing link sensitivity, traffic counts,
Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AlLs), and data
and underlying assumptions behind traffic

and workforce calculations.

National Grid held a stakeholder meeting with SCC
setting out details of the proposed alignment, haul

roads, PARS, MRN and SRNs affected and proposed

construction vehicles including for Bramford
substation and cable sealing compounds.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
meeting with the Local Highways Authorities
(including SCC).

National Grid held a PRoW Thematic Group Meeting.

National Grid discussed the Draft Outline
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP)
at the Transport Working Group.

PAR routes sent to LHAs
National Grid held a Transport Working Group

Regional Meeting to discuss project updates
and reviews of work to date, the transport

assessment in the PEIR and primary access routes.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Meeting to discuss updates to the transport
assessment, multi-modal transport considerations
and AlL routing with the local highways authorities
(including Suffolk County Council).

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting to discuss statutory consultation,
sensitive junctions, AlL routing, updates

on the multi-modal report and road safety audit
process, speed surveys, and visibility splays,
mitigation and traffic management.

Receipt by National Grid of statutory consultation
response from SCC.

Proposed Abnormal Indivisible Load (AlL) Routes
issued for comment.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Meeting with SCC to discuss statutory consultation
comments and PAR highway mitigation including
merge taper on the A12 within National Highways
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Date

August 2024

September 2024

October 2024

October 2024

October 2024

November 2024

January 2025

January 2025

January 2025

January 2025

January 2025

February 2025

Format

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email

Topic/Description
jurisdiction.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting with all LHAs present. Highway
mitigation including TTROs and TROs to be
presented in schedules, PRoW surveys to be
arranged by PRoW officers and RSAs for crossover
bellmouths to be sent to LHAs for review.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting. General structure and content
of TA was presented National Grid provided

an overview of the initial capacity assessment
methodology using.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting with all LHAs present. Updated
AIL route packs sent out, re-cap of multi modal study
given.

National Grid requested for structural feedback
for a potential AlL route.

SCC feedback received for a potential AlL route.

National Grid held a LHA Engagement Meeting

to discuss potential changes following statutory
consultation, visibility splays and traffic management
methodology, access for existing utilities and AlLs.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Meeting. Presented work in progress draft

of Transport Assessment. Ran through methodology
of junction sifting process, junction assessment
methodology and cumulative assessment.

National Grid presented examples of the likely
environmental mitigation measures for junctions
and Primary Access Routes predominately where
WCH Amenity raised.

National Grid held a Suffolk Traffic and Transport
Working Group meeting. UK Power Networks
accesses and need for additional RSAs discussed,
highway mitigation developments made, PRoW
mitigation strategy to be shared, IEMA mitigation,
SOCGs and transport assessment discussed.

National Grid requested structural record information
for a structure along a potential AlL route.

SCC shared structural record information
for a structure along a potential AlL route.

National Grid issued the Draft Transport Assessment
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Date

February 2025

February 2025

February 2025

March 2025

March 2025

April 2025

April 2025

April 2025

April 2025

April 2025

April 2025

May 2025

May 2025

June 2025

Format

Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Topic/Description

and Figures

National Grid issued the Mitigation and Junction RAG
Strategy

National Grid issued AIL Structures Register for SCC
review and feedback.

National Grid Traffic and Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting, all LHAs present. TTROs

and PRoW closures to be captured in schedules,
updates on trip generation give, various meetings

to be arranged including for AILS, TROs and TTROs,
and ES and TA.

National Grid presented examples of the likely
environmental mitigation measures for junctions
and Primary Access Routes predominately where
WCH Amenity raised.

SCC structural feedback for proposed AlL routes
received (AIL structures register issued to SCC in Feb
2025 returned with comments).

National Grid held a SCC Highway Mitigation
Workshop. Highway mitigation proposals at Sno.
locations were discussed. RSA briefs sent

in February to be reviewed by SCC.

National Grid held a Regional Stakeholder Meeting
with SCC. AIlL process, routes and agreement
on approach sought ahead of DCO.

National Grid issued updated information pack
for proposed AlL routes.

National Grid requested structural record information
for structures along proposed AlL routes.

SCC structural record information received.

National Grid attended a meeting with Suffolk County
Council on priority-controlled junctions and traffic
modelling. Discussed the results from LRN junction
modelling and potential mitigation measures.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss the LRN
junction modelling results in Suffolk for Norwich
to Tilbury.

National Grid held a Regional Stakeholder Meeting
with SCC. The proposed Statement of Common
Ground and principals for Traffic Regulation Orders
were discussed.

National Grid held a Regional Stakeholder Meeting
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Date

July 2025

July 2025

August 2025

September 2025

September 2025

October 2025

October 2025

November 2025

November 2025

November 2025

January 2026

January 2026

February 2026

February 2026

Format

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Topic/Description

with Suffolk County Council present. Progress with
Road Safety Audits, Statements of Common Ground,
and Traffic Modelling were discussed.

National Grid held a Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting with Suffolk County Council.

National Grid issued an Approval in Principle (AIP)
for SCC review and sign-off for assessment
of a structure along a proposed AlL route.

National Grid held a Regional Stakeholder Meeting
with Suffolk County Council present. Progress with
Road Safety Audits, Statements of Common Ground,
and Traffic Modelling were discussed.

National Grid held a Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting with Suffolk County Council.

National Grid issued an AIP for SCC review
and sign-off for assessment of a structure along
a proposed AlL route.

National Grid held a Regional Stakeholder Meeting
with Suffolk County Council present. Progress with
Road Safety Audits, Statements of Common Ground,
and Traffic Modelling were discussed.

National Grid issued an AIP for SCC review
and sign-off for assessment of a structure along
a proposed AlL route.

Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the traffic, transport and PrOW section
of the Environmental Statement

National Grid held a Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting with Suffolk County Council.

Comments updating Suffolk County Council’s position
on the Statement of Common Ground were provided
by SCC.

National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk County
Council to discuss further discuss Statements

of Common Ground matters and updated positions
from both parties.

National Grid issued letter to SCC outlining proposed
approach for structural assessments and AlP
preparation.

SCC structural feedback received for a structure
along a proposed AlL route in response to request
from National Grid.

Final comments on the Statement of Common
Ground before Deadline 1 were provided by Suffolk
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Date Format

February 2026 Meeting

May 2026 Meeting
June 2026 Meeting
June 2026 Meeting
July 2026 Meeting

Topic/Description
County Council.

National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk County
Council

National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk County
Council to discuss further discuss Statements

of Common Ground matters and updated positions
from both parties.

National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk County
Council to discuss further discuss Statements

of Common Ground matters and updated positions
from both parties.

National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk County
Council to discuss further discuss Statements
of Common Ground matters and updated positions

from both parties.

National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk County
Council to discuss further discuss Statements
of Common Ground matters and updated positions

from both parties.
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3. Matters Agreed, Not Agreed or Under
Discussion

3.1 Overview

3.1.1 This chapter details the matters relevant to SCC which have been agreed, not
agreed or are under discussion between the parties. Matters are arranged by topic
(using broad headings, or EIA chapter headings where appropriate) and each matter
is given a unique reference number to aid identification.

3.1.2 The red, amber, green status shows the level of agreement with SCC. Descriptions
of the different levels are summarised in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1  Agreement status for matters presented in Section 3

Status Description
Indicates a final position, where it has not been possible to resolve the issue
to the agreement of both parties and there remains a difference of opinion.
Under Indicates where issues are the subject of active on-going discussion.
Discussion
Agreed Indicates where an issue has been agreed or resolved satisfactorily

to the agreement of both parties.

3.1.3 Engagement will continue as the Project develops and progresses through
the various stages of the DCO process, including detailed design.

3.1.4 Table 3.2 to Table 3.12 provides the matters agreed, not agreed or under discussion
in relation to the various topics.
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Docusign Envelope ID: OE10B1E4-31A5-8B28-8179-B7821EBO8SFB7

4. Confirmation of Agreement

The above SoCG is agreed between National Grid and Suffolk County Council on the date
specified below.

Signed for and on behalf of National Grid:

Simon Pepper

Date:

20/07/2026

Date:

20/07/2026
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Docusign Envelope ID: 0E10B1E4-31A5-8B28-8179-B7821EBO8FB7

Abbreviations

Abbreviation

Full Reference

AIL
AIS
AOD
AONB
BNG
CoCP
CSE
CTMP
DCO
EACN
EHO
EIA
ES
Gl
GW
LLFA
LVIA
MSBDC
NCR
NETS
NPSs
PARS
PEIR
PRoW
SoCG
SoCC
SPZ
SCC
WED
WSI
Zol
ZTV

Abnormal Indivisible Loads

Air Insulated Switchgear

Above Ordnance Datum

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Biodiversity Net Gain

Code of Construction Practice

Cable Sealing End

Construction Traffic Management Plan
Development Consent Order

East Anglia Connection Node
Environmental Health Officer
Environmental Impact Assessment
Environmental Statement

Ground Investigation

Gigawatt

Lead Local Flood Authority

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Council
National Cycle Route

National Electricity Transmission System
National Policy Statements

Primary Access Routes

Preliminary Environmental Information Report
Public Right of Way

Statement of Common Ground
Statement of Community Consultation
Source Protection Zone

Suffolk County Council

Water Framework Directive

Written Scheme of Investigation
Zone of Influence

Zone of Theoretical Visibility

National Grid | June July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 289



Appendix A.
Draft DCO wording
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